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Semg, through a thickly wooded and vary gwampy ssction
of esuntry. By the time the head of eur column could
Save got well on im the direction If not quite up
® Five Forks, the rear would have boen back near the
Beydton plank road. Had the enemy then made an ablack,
amtl wo been compelled to front into lime Lo meet him,
the sdvamtages would have been greally in the enemy's
@aver. Wo could not charge the enemy mounted, for
e ground was heavily wooded, besides being swampy.
Again, had eur men been dismounted and sent into fight,
e long range rifles and muskels of the enemy's in-
fsatry would have scon drives off our boys, with their
whert rangs carbines. ‘The disparity between the ranges
of dvo two wrms wonld soon have seitled that matler.

DLFFICULTIES OF TN MARCE

Anether thing to be taken into consideration is the
#locking up of the only roud left to retrest on with led
borses  Asstaled In another part of this despatoh, the
evad was W an awful condition. Mounted men could
‘asdly get along In single Ole, certainly not by fours—the
propur and usual mode of marching. The rain had ren-
@ered the ground so soft that the men were thrown from
their horses while walking them over ploughed felda.
@n going throvgh the flelds the horses sank up to their
dellivs.  We could got well cut loose from the left flank
of the infantry, for then that flank would have becn lefé
anposed, und the enemy would have marched on to the
Boydton plank road and made an effort to turn the left
of the infantry Une. Our object was Lo hold the position
&4 Dinwiddie and the Boydton plawrk road, By keeping
he enemy off of this we cut him off from the use of & road
which has been of great service to him in getting sup-
pliles ever, and which It ls necessary to hold for other
seasons ihat & i not pow deemed prudent to make

Pabiic
AWAITING ©00-OPERATION,

Onder the circumstances referred to above we retired
the foree that had been sent eut In the direction of
Five Forks, and awailed a special movement on
the part of the lofaniry Intended to aid ws in
4be execution of our part of the general plan.
Shat movemoent was Lo strike the enemy on the White
Ouk road and guan possession of it in order to enable
@eneral Bheridan (o go on. Such was the rainy condi-
thon of the weather and the state of the ground that the
movament had to be delayed until the following morning.

INQUIKIES FOR THD TRAINS,

@ur generals passed anothor night without provisions.
Wheir diet, like Butler's resolutions, was “‘pure and sim-
e It consisted principally of hasd task and partially
af coffve. Manmy inguiries were made ag to the where
abouts of the traing; bub the usual answer was given,
“Stuck in the mad; it has not budged an insh."

THE OPERATIONS OF TiE Jler,

This now brings us to the morning of the 31st. The
day opened clouay and raioy, and the roads and ground
generully were In no wise improved. The amallest runs
were as small crecks, and the creoks as rapld streams.
Bvery hollow noted for a water puddle was now marked
By a mimuature lake. Travelling along any road was at-
Sanded with a constant sounding for bottom,

ADVANCING ON THE WILTE OAX ROAD,

Betweon e'ght and ten o'clock in the morning an ad-
wanoe was mado on the right of the cavalry line down
the White Oak rond by o portion of the Fifth army corps.
From somo cause, as yet not fully expliined, the move-
meat proved a fallure. The cause is attributed by some
%o the troops being overmatched in numbers, and by oth-
am to widely differcnt causea At any rtale the move-
ment was not a saccess, and hence the cavalry could
met go on in the direction of Five Forks.

ATTACK ON EINRIDAN'S LEFT,

About an hour or so after the Fifth corps troops had
been répalsed a spirited atiack was made by the enemy’s
eavalry on that portion of the lef of Gegeral Bheridan's
line beld by Geuernl Charies H. Smith's brigade. The
emomy came up in good style, but was repulsed with
eonniderable loss. As soon as possible General Emith
made a counter charge, driving the ensmy back, and tak-
fmg over thirty prisoners io this charge. Major Paul Chad-

At half-past five the enemy made s grand sdvance In
two lines. of battle from the woods scross the felds
Thereupon immediately followed the hardest Sghting of
the day. .Thers, 100, the clouds paried and s gold ficod
of light burst in upon the scens and made our arma 40
glistan and the colors of the different commandars to Jook
brighter than ever before. The feld wea crowded with

als, who, together with their sialls and escorts,
added much 10 the plotaresgueness of the aapec.
THR ENEMY CHRIKED.

The enomy got about midway between the wooda and
our line whon he waa'ochecked. Mo cobtinued to held
hia line for some time, and he had much the advantage of
us, in this way: that his rifies ontranged our carblunes,
and gwve him the odds In distance for firing.

The engagement continuing our baiteries poured
in & well directod fire, which more than once
broke the enemy’s Hne and threw cerfain postions of it
into confusion. One of the batieries engaged was com-
manded by Lisatenant Lord, SBecond United States ar-
tillery.

OUR CORRESPONDENT WOUNDED.

Just st this time your correspondent was wounded,
shot through the left shoulder by & Minie pall. The
wound is a paiaful but not s dangerous one. It isthere-
fore impoesible for him to fully describe the remainder
of the brttle, although he remained upon the field for
some fifteen minutes after,

THE ENEMT MAKES ONE MORN EFFORT AND If DRIVEN BACK.

By dark the enemy deliversd one terrific volley; it

d tobo acontd line of flame. As i did not
move our men any, the enemy broke and went back, and
we were left in possession of the fleld and our position at
Dinwiddie Court House.

THE WOUNDED,

Among the wounded sent to the rear was Colonel Mor-
row, Sixth Pennsylvania, and Lieutenant Tilson, of the
Fourth Pennsylvania. Lieutenant MoGee, of the Sixth
Penneylvania, was carried off the feld dead.

TOTAL LOSBER.
The total cavalry losses for the day are bet

five

than is agreesble to disinterested speciators following in
his wake.
GOOD REPORTE OF THN COLORED TROOPE,

It s reported at beadguartess to-night that the colored
troops, cocupying & portion of the old line formerly held
by the Second corps, oaptured a whole pioket lae In
thelr fross to-day.

PRISONERS QAPTURED,

Fifth corps Is uousually small, Two or three hundred
will, I think, cover the whale reported at the Proyost
Marshal's hesdguariors.
. TEN WRiTHER
The weather has Anally cleared pleasant, with & pros-
pect of remaining so.
Heavy fighting is aniicipatad to-msorrow,

THE SECOND CORPS
P ———y
Mr. Wm. J. Starks' Despated.

In' vus Fomp, March 1, 1868
AReavy min set in st five o'clook this morning, and
shortly after daylight an order was lesued from srmy
headquartersthat, owing to the order, no change would be
‘made in the disposition of the troops, and rations and
forage wers sent to the front. Bul man only disposes,
and the thundering of artillery and the rell of musketry
have been heard with but slight intermission during the
whole day along the lins from Hatcher's run to Dinwid~
die Court House and vicinity.
THN ENEMY ASTEMPTS 70 BRNAR THE LN,
Bhortly after eight o'clock heavy firing was heard o0
the left of the Twenty-fourth corps, now occupying the
works formerly held by the Becond. The enemy had
massed his troops in front of & fort recently constructed
near Hatcher's yun, and ocharged’ with great im-
petuosity, doubtless hoping to break our line st that
polat and ecapture or desiroy our traln, which was
paried n short distance in the rear. The great exiension
of our line too, probably led him to believe that it was
weoak In front of thoss works held by us prior to the
recent movement. He found it stronger than antici-
pated, and tho attack was repulsed with great slsughter.
OUR TROOPS MOYE ON THE OFPENSIVE
Soon after our troops at that point assumed the offen-
mive, and, charging on the rebel line, drove them back,
capturing a fort, with two heavy guns and a large number

and six hundred; probably not more than five.
THK FIFTH CORPS EENT TO THE ASNINTANCE OF THRE CAVALRY,

During the night General Grant ordered a portion of
the Fifth corps (o advauce so as to strike at the rear of
the infantry force which atincked Sheridan, and It was
thought Pickett had now got his command into a position
from which he would find it very difficult to extricate it,

Weare expecting more and very heavy fighting to
dmy. Itis probable that the Fifth and Becond corps and
& portion of Ord's army will be heavily engaged.

The interests of the pervice compel your correspondent
to ownit & great deal of important Information ; hence this
account of cavalry operations is not as foll in detail as it
utherwise would be.

GOOD WEWE EXPROTED,

In concluding it may not be amiss to add that, no mat-
ter how the future fighting goes here, Grant will be en-
tirely successful in executing the general plan. This
army has already galped as much as it was expected it
would, snd whatever successts we have after this may
be set down agga clear gain. Other movoments, and im-
portant ones, aside from those connected with Bherman's
army, are being made, and the public may st any mo-
ment expect to hear very good news from an endirely
unexpected quarter,

 —
Mr. Wilson's Wound.
OUN WABHINGTON DESPATCH.
Wammnxorow, April 3, 1865,

Mr. Wilson, one of the HmmuLp correspondents, has
come up from the front, wounded in the shoulder. Itis
s flesh wound, with part of the clavicle chipped off. He
ght our desp sent you to-day, and will proceed

Bourna, commanding Second New York tod rifles,
wus wounded in the shoulder. Gen. Smith had & horse
shot under him, besides receiving & trifling wound inthe

+ BSag. The wound was so slight that General Bmith ocon-

tinued on the fleld during the remalnder of the day.

We killed in thia movement & rebel colonel named
Weal, belonging to & North Carolina regiment. Had the
ground admitted of anyihing like a steady charge we
would have captured very many more prisoners before
the rebals reached and were covered by their fantry.

GENFRAL DAVIES FUPPORTS EMITH.

While General Bmith was fighting General Davies
moved scross with a portion of his command and en-
gaged the enemy on Smith's right. Under Davies, the
Penth New York, Colonel M. H. Avery; Twenty-fourth
Wow York, Colonel W. C. Newberry, and First Pennsyl-
wank. Major H, 8 Thomas, were engaged. Tho First
Maine, 1 Colonel h P. Cilley; Bisth
Qhlo, Col. M. H. Cryer, and Second Now York mounted
riflcs, and Thirteenth Ohlo, Colonel Stophen R. Clarke,
‘were sleo engaged

THE ENEMY MOVER ON TUR RIOWT

Having failed to gun soy advantage on our lefi, the
emomy tarned his attention to discover what headway he
eould make sgalnst our right.  On his right the snemy
Soft his cavalry and moved Plckeit's division along our
Sromt over to some lowlands thickly wooded on both
siea Wo disco d the t, and ped to
ehegk it at & fording place on the line of Chamberlain's
vun. The Twenty-fourth New York and the Tenth New
Werk weore again ongaged, this time very heavily.

CASUALTIES,

1n this particular part of the fight Colonel W. C. New.
Berry was wounded—shot through the leg. Lisutenant
@alonel Boova was also ded—&hot m the abd
©olenecl Newberry's wound is a painful but not & danger-
oms one. Colonel Boeva’s wound is a dangerous one, and
may prove fatal Major Doran, of the Twenty-fourth
Mew York, was killed, and it Is reported that his
Body was left on the feld, and that it fell
Sote the bhands of the enemy. Captaim Pratt, of
She Tenth New York, was wounded in the armn.
Léestenant Washbarne, of the same regiment, received a
elight wound in the head. The fighting at the ford was
sevese, and our men never before behaved betier; but,
s the enemy's infantry was too much for them, they
Bed 40 give way and the onemsy preased on,

SURRYING UF REINFORCEMENTE,

Ab this Mme no mall portion of the cavalry commaad
wan Back on the Vaughn road, about theee miles  Mat-
tors threatoning to be very serious, an officer was sent
teok with orders lo hesten up a portlon of sad com-
mand a8 a reinforcement. He did so, and the reinforce.
ment arrived in good seaon to participate. After the
snemy bad gotien over the ford e continued to demen.
strale agalnst our left santre, with a view to deceiving un
= to what other movementa he waa then making. [He
o) ued agaiust s with artfllary, but it neither reared wor
tmjured any of our men.

THE OPERATIONS ON YUE LEFY FENTHR

Foremost ssmong the Lroops on Lhe lefl cenire was the
Pwenly Art Peoneylvania, Colonel 0. 1. Knowles| Six
wenih Penneyivania, Colonel J. M. Robleson; Eighth
Pensaylvania, Lioutenant Colonel Willlam A. Crane;
Pourth Peansyvania, Lientenant Celonal A. P. Dunean,
and Pecond Penvsylvanla, Colonel W. Banders,
AN slomg the Nines, from the extreme loftta the extreme
of the left centro, the wtand made by our men was ad
mimable. The headquarters flag of Generaln Charlen H.
@mith and 1. Irvin Geegg would have been seen flitking
Bere and there through the woods, while their com.
choorad the inen on, snd tho men hang o the

Bavagen
GENAL COTTER ARRIVEL,

ure General Caster arvived npon the Geld
of bis divisdon. The bright (age that
Geperal wore indecd n weleome
The Aghting had nuw got directly

TH DIENOTNTED,

Ivlsion of Genoral Morritt's corps
i of thick woods, We had a line
men dismonnted for the purpose,
nnd  fought on thin line
A wrong fght with a weak line of
by Lilie's brigade, of Gordou's
a repular line of hattle and ad-
, Fifth aud Riih United Ftates reguinre

to New York. He received his wound during the charge
at-Dinwiddie Court House.

THE ARMY OF THE POJTOMAC,

Mr, 8. T. Bulkley's Despatch.

HaapQuanTsns AxNY or T PoroMac,
In vsm Fixuo, March 81, 1865,

THE TOSITION ON THE NMNT OF THR 30TH.
The close of eperations last night lefi our forces in pos-
seasion of the Boydion plank road, with the right of the
Fifth and left of the S8econd corps meeling in the vicinity

of prl

The rain checked off about nine e'clock, and shortly
after sk nnishing began along the lines of this corps,
which continued for an hour without important result,

THE ENEMY'S ATTACK ON THE FIFTH OURPS.

Ateloven o'clock the rebels make a Serce assanlt on
the right of the Fifth corps, near the Boydton plank
road, where it connects with the left of the First divi-
sion of the Second. At this time the Fifth was moving

its lines farther to the left, which was prevented

by the enemy, who hastened %o attack beforo the
troops could be placed In posidom to meet
him, The ottack was made with great vigor,
and for the mothent p to be ful.
Our line was driven back for & shori distance. The
Third and Fourth brigades of the Third division. whose
lines had boen oxtendsd to the loft simultansougly with
that of the Fifth corps, immediately advanced to the
support of the Fifth, and after s florce conflict the
rebels were driven back over the ground they had gained,
Our lines stll continued to advance, the enemy re-
treating before them, leaving their dead and wounded on
the Geld. Batieries K, Fourth United States, and the
First New Hampshire wore plactd in position, and did
greal execution during vhe progress of the fight.

TUE BECOND OORPS ADVANCES THREE-QUARTERS OF 4 MILR

Our line was advanced threo-quarters of a mile, the
enamy sbandoning & line of earthworks after bat slight
resistance. Skirmishing and artillery “fire ocontinued-
until about six o'clock, but nothing of Importance eo-
curred in front of our !lnes aftér the advance as stated.

The Becond ndnunﬂwmwmw
during the,day, although considerable skirmishing bas
taken place in frout of thelr lines, p

THE TROOPH BESAVE STLENDIDLY,

Our troops, sa usoal, behaved with gread gallantry.
They moved forward with such unwavering confidence
that the enomy would not stand em. Thesame
want of plack so frequently ooticed of on the part
of rebel soldiors was observable to-day. They advance
in fine siyle, much ns in other days, but a little deter-
mined restraint seems to dishearten them, and they sre
easily induced to retire.

GENERALA GRANT AND MEADE VINIT THE SHOOND 0ORPS.
G | Grant and General Meade visited General

of the Quaker road. A very sirong 'mo of b
was thrown up during the night, covering the Boydtoa
rond and running parallel with t. The enemy were in-
trenehed & few hundred yards in advance, beyond s deep
ravine with a stream of waler intervoning.

THE NATURE OF THE COUNTRY.

The country through which we are compelled o ad-
vinee s of the worst possible description for an attacking
army. Densze woods, with a heavy growth of underbrush,
deep swamps and ravioes, through which It i# almost an
mmpossibility to move artillery, and all the streams much
swollen from the heavy mins that have fallen for the
past two days, form the prominent featires.

Humphreys' headquarters, which were in the immediate
vicinity of the fromt line, Duriog the fight they waere
smiling and coyfident, and from their appearance Iy
seemed that all was going well.
THR DVRMY FIRE 4 SHELL AT ORNWRAL GRANT.
The rebels threw a shell st General Grant and his siaf
an they rode along the line. [t passed over their heads,
dolng no Injury to any of the party, but wounded a bat-
tery man in the rear.
STRAIGHTENING THE LINR.

During the afternoon, it being thought best Lo stralghten
the line st u certain point, Colonel Croft, of the Fifth New
Hamyp , with & party of sixty-lour men, gallantly

A FOMITION THREN MILES THR ROAD
GuwED oN THR 318t

Notwithstanding all these difficulties our brave roldiers
bave continued o advance, driving the enemy from one
strong position to another, til to-night we are some three
miles boyond the Boydion rond, and in advance of the
position ocoupied this morning. This has not been ac-
complished without bard fighting and the loss of many

brave oflicera and men.
THE FIGHTING ON WARREN'S RIGNT.

The fighting rommenced st an early hour this morn-
ing, and bas continued with little Intermission during
the day, Our forces were puabed across the ravine, and

charged the enemy's line, driving it back and capturing
a number of prisouers, and accomplishing the ebject in-

tended.
THE CASTALTIES

As the fAghting was entirely oulaide of works, and for &
considerable time upou epen ground, our casualties weore
conalderable, though It ls cortain they are much smaller
than the smemy's. Among these | mention with pro-
found regret the death of Major Milla, Ansistant Adjutant
Gonoral on the corps stafl, who was struck in the ride by
a solid shot and  instantly killed about one o'clock Lo-day.
Major Mills was a residout of Boston. He was y

drove the enemy nearly » mile, when he d his
forces against tbe right wing of the Fifth corps, and, for
a time, succeeded In forcing it back in some confusion,
when the First divismon of the Becond corps wero thrown
forward, and we in turn drove the enomy with heavy loss.
The fighting hers waa very severe, and the losses on
both sides heavy,
THE ENEMY LEATES WIS DEAD AMD WOUNDED ON THE FIFLD,
The rebela wers compelled to loave many of their
kilied and wounaed in our hauds. At Ove o'clock this
afternoon | rode over the ground and saw large numbers
of them scattered through the woods, who had not
beon as yet picked up, though very many bad been

buried.
FTILL ADYARCING,

At dark our forces were atlll advancing, and had ar-
rived Io the vicinity of the keavy works of the enemy
where General Hancock had his fight In the fall,

KUWA FROM MIERIDAN,

The news from Geperal Sheridan to-day is sald to be
of the most cheering charmeter. He Is driving the ene-
my en the extreme loft with his usual vigor

OUR LORSES,
Qur loswos |n the Fifth and SBecond carps will not vary

P—

ded at Gettysburg, which resuited In » lamences
which compelled him (o ask s leave. Ho suflered & great
deal from his wound, and had Istely returned from an
extanded loave of absonce granted him oo thal acoount
Our army contains no more gallant soldier, no more affk.
ble g The profound which his death
has caused among his fellow soldlers is a compliment 40
his memory paid to but few. His body will be em-
balmed and seat to his friends in the North.
PRISONERA CAFTURED.

About one hundred and fifty prisoners were laken
during the day. I bave not learned that we lost say.

Major C. J. Mils, 4. A G ; Lisulenant 8 Everhart,
Adjutant Ooe Hundred and Porty-sighth Pennsylvanis
Voluntesrs, are among the killed.

THE FIFTH CORPS.

Mr. L. A: Hendrick's Despatches.
Hrapquartens, Firmn Anwy
Bororon Prave Hoap, March 31, 1685,
THE FGITING OF THE FIFTH (ORI ON THR 31T,
We have had some sevare fighting to-day, Our losses
have been heavy—not less than six huwdred kffled,

much from fifMcen b The bor of

—_

the Fifih corps was six hupdeed apd fty, and in the Fee-

dod In ded and captured. It has not been a pitched batile—
a long, continuoua, hotly contested fight—but rather an
riash gk ending, b , I lete and

ond theeo hundred and Afty. Thin allows five &
for tha killed, which ia a faix sstimate.
TR AMBULANCR AxS NOSFITAL @TNWIN.

The ambulance and hospital system tow used i (his
army works sdmirably. As an instacoe of this I will
mention that all of the thoumnd men wounded loday
wera pleked ap and earriod 1o the pear, and bad (hely
wounds dressed, ready 1o be sent Wthe general homplial,
before vight o'clock this evening. Dr. Lidell, the enor-
gotie and afficlent Modioal Tnspector of the Army of the
Patomar, Lis beon untiring in hin elforts to-dag In secing
that ali the arrangements for the eore of the weunded
are properiy carried out

CADALTIER AMONG PROMINENT OFFICERE

1 can learn of very fow casualtion among promipent
oflicars,

iirigadior General Dennison, commanding the Mary.
Tand brigade, I learn was slightly wounded.  Major Mills,
of General Humphreyn’ seutf, was kWled. ‘The same shot
that killed Major Miila also killed the horse of Major

splondid wuceess G0 our arma. The intention was to
avol active hostile demonstrations on our side sad not
to ight unless compedled to do so by the enemy,
Neceasity of rationing the troops and the difenlty of
getting supplics to them, on account of the lerrible con-
dition of the roads, enforoed laying out this programme
for the day. Some conooption can bo formed of the pre-
sent condition of the roads whan tho fuct in stated that
the pupply train has been forty cight hours com'nga
distance of only (hrée miles, and that, too, with
the amietanee of some eeven bundred men bullding

eord iroy roada  Burnelde’s famour mod mareh 8 A
fealila pliotograph of our prescat advance as regards (he
difority and ntmost impossibiiity, In fact, of ransporta-
tion, Coplous showern i the fore part of the day Inten-

gified the diffioulty ; but | em happy to eay that the lovia-
gible determination of Gen. Grant and almost o porhuiman
toil of tho men have at length overcoma theeo di Moulilen,
a0 they will n futore, (hrough the agency of the asme un-

Heap, commanding the regular Engi -
tached to General Meade's hesdquarters. Major Heap
aly ped uninjured

TR RCOINERR RATTALION,

Ivania regiments bery did most of

I thie conpeckion J will speak of 1ho Immengs smeuny

yloMing purposo and unremitting toll, be overcome, il
the object of the movement in fully and satfactorily mc-
eomplished.

CONMERCEMENT OF THE AUTION

The morning bours selled away Withoul the souad of 8

The number of prisotiers captured by the Becond and

.

Roused by the firing, General Warren was quickly ea
the swamp, Gen: Agres’ and General Crawford’s head-

Ovdering Major Rydar to prevent any one coming ever
the bridge who bhad & muskes, and summoning General
P 's brigade o mave up on double quick, he began
mallying the men. The broken eolumn was quickly ral-
lied, Genersl Barilett's brigade waa soch on the ground.
A néw baitlo line waa formed. Batteries were placed in
] posision, and the work of driving the enemy back began
: RBQOVERIFG YEB LOST GROUND,

How shall I describe the bettle that ensued. It lasted

E

General Chamberlain's brigade, which had been ealled
10 lakis part in the bloody strife, covered liself with glory.
1 heard General Warrea say that the skilful manper in
whioh he handled his troopa entitled him (0 shotherstar.

CAFTURE OF WEITE OAX ROAD,

But all behaved finely. General Ayres' division maads
® olear gweep beforg e, I A A0 Bear Waite Oak
road the enémy had u line of intrenchments. Through
all open fleld facing this work our forces advanced in
brilliant style. The snemy was driven from these works,
and the White Oak road was ours.

WITHIN YOUB EUNDRED TARDS OF THE ENEMY,

Our pioket limels to-night within four hundred yards

of thas of the enemy. It was a magnificent viclory.
LOGERS TN TWE FIGET.

T Nave given our Josses st six hundred. Many fine

officers and men bave fallen. It will be seon that Gen.

the wounded. He expecta to be able to resume his com~
mand in a few daye. Colonel Bergeant, Twenty-first New
¥York regiment, has received a painful but not danger-
ous wound, Both officers distinguished themaselves for
tholr gallantry, and their loss, though temporary, will be
sgverely felt.

Lieutenant Colonel Trimblet, Thirty-ninth Massachu-
gotls, has lost & leg. Prisoners state thai the enemy's
loes Is very heavy. We captured one hundred and six

prisouers.
WOUNDED TO BE SENT TO QITY POINT,

Our wounded of to-day will be sent to City Point in the
morning.

CAPTURE OF A RATTLE FLAG.

Major Glenn, One Hundred and Ninety-eighth Pennryl-
vania, captured a battle flag in the assault on the ensmy’s
works alluded to above, He capiured the color bearer
also. The flag has the names of the Ninth and Fifty-
sixth Virginia regiments on i5, which iwo regimants, it

= o

GALLANT WOUNDED OFFICNRA

Lieutenant D. W. Johnson, commanding Battery D,
First New York artillery, recelved quite & severe wound
from a rebel bullet, bat noiwithstanding retained com-
mand of his batiery unill the close of the fight. Captain
Ealsted, Assistant Adjutant General, was also wounded,
but would not and did oot Teave the fisld unill the fght-
ing was over.

WFYECTS OF RATN ON OUR MUNSEFRY FIRING,

A rain storm lessens the effectiveness of musikelry, It
would sppear, very materially. The Fifth New York,
for Instance, went to-day with one hundred and ejghty
riflos into the fight, and ot the order (o five cnly Aftesn
pleces were discharged,

THE SIXTH CORPS.

HMr. Ohas. H. Hamnam’s Despatsh.
Huupquantsas, Bixra Anxy Conrs,
‘Hean Parsassousa, March 91, 1885, }
THE EYEWY STAENGTHENING ON THB SIXTH OORFR’ PRONT.
The rebel line on our front has not yet boen materially
woakenod, and signal officoss report that working parties
have been busily engaged strengihening the abatis In
front of the rebel line. Not & shot bas been fired oo cur
front to-day, and although the corps has been lo readi-
poss o move in aay dicection, its ssrvices bave not been
roquired

oW YHE LEFT,

Firing both of infaniry and artillery has been heard ad
Intervaln during the whole day on the right. Bome ar-
Milery firing took pisce this evening, but, as usual, W
soon cemsod

THER WEATHER.

The woather has since sarly this morning been dry and
windy. A fow days suffices to dry the ground in this
section of the couniry, and almost before the min
ceases 10 fall clouds of dust DIl the alr. To-night there
|s every prospect of it continuing favorable for Lhis active
operations now in progress.

TICHET PIRING.

To-nlght our pickels are very nolry, and are ex-
ohangiog leadon compliments with Lhe rebels. The Gring
is more frequent than we have beard for some
mounthe.

\ from the rebel army still continge ko arvive,

do not report anything of imporiance.

THE ARMY OF THE JAMES.

HMr. John A. Brady's Despatehes.

Hraoquantens, DETACHMENT ARNY OF THE JAMES,
OPERATING WITH ARNY OF THN
March 29, 1

THE OPERATIONS OF OND'S DNTAONMENT,

For some lime past the troops of lbe Army of the
James have beem expecting marching ordern. What
their orders wers nobody knew, although all kinds of
rumors wers received, and many military honde were
busy in planning & milllary campaign. When orders
did come, troops: melected for special duly were
marched towards the James over pooloons and Il be.
oamo evident thsl General Ord's command was lo co-
operate in some manner with the Army of Lhe Polomae.

THE TROOPS PARTICIPATING [N THE HOVEMENT.

The troops selectod were from both corps Those of
tho Twenty-fourth corps moved under General Gibbem,
who has for some Ume commanded (bis corps The
colored troope seiected were placed under General Willlam
Barney. The whole force was commanded by General

Ord Im person. -

out from ihelr camps, and proceeded sl a rapid march in
the direction of Lhe James rivor, croming the bridge at
Alken, and afterwards thal across the Appomatiox s
Brosdway landiog. The rosds were in borrid condition,
but not she slighiest delay wan experienced. Where lillle
obstructions did eause afew minutes’ work gu Lhe part of
the road, General Hall's engineers placed éverything In
working order. Al noon the advance had reached Gene-
ral Meado's beadquarters. 10 was rumored through Lhe
solumn that our objective poiok was Fort Lampeos,
but it was evident that the Lroopa could Bol, without A
culty and considerable struggling, make it before dark.
OCRUPYING THE PORITION QF THE REBCOND CONMW,

A balt took place at su at four o'clock this
morning tha column maved into the Nne of the Becond
corpe, relieving that command, which followed on o the
laft after \he Fifth corpe

Mancn 20—Evening.
This command to-dwy has been lying in the works
vacatad by the Second corps yesterday morning.  Noth-

Img has beon done by us e yel, though occamonal and
dirtant discharges of bheavy guns show that the Army of
the Potomae ks moet the anemy sad capturet tholr iinea

Our plokets are ab  presant  stationed 0 worka
of the caemy from which they were driven In the
Jate fight by the Hecond ourp®  The rebols in thelr
front are husily enguged in streugtheniog the loe
AFFAIRR ON THE FRONT.

Officers of our picket guard roport that the ene-
my twe negro soldiers on thelr ploket lime In our
front, From desartors, who are constantly coming in wa

J

Aboud dark last eveniag ibe different regiments moved *

Joarn Uit Ao euomy belfore us de cemposed enbirely of ko

master of the Twenty-fourth corps, accompanies Genaral
@ibbon, and Oaplain Purington, for a long time Head
Quartermaster for Genoral Wellzel, acoompanies General
Birney.
The trains were st (he frobb almost as scon as the
army, owmg fo tbe exoelient management of Colonel
Howard. Twoght by a long experience iu the fleld, this
officer was enabled 0 make arrangements to meet every
poasible contingency. Carefully prepared series of in-
stroctions were lssued to the various quartermasters under
his command, with especial refurence to this mevement
of tralns, the result has been that a long line of wagons
has moved along in an unbroken series, without delaying
' the march of the troops, at the same time arriving al-
most simultaneoualy with them st the differeat stopping

places.

The Commissary Department is represented by Lisu-
tenant Colonel Bmall, Chiel Commissary of the Army of
the James, and Captain Hill, Chief Commissary of the
Twenty-fourth army corpe. As to its efficlency, hothing
further can be said than thai tho troops are plentifully
suppiied with rations.

vEE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.

Colonel Gea. Buckley, Medical Director of the Depart-
ment of Virginis and Army of the James, has assumed
control of medical affairs. Burgeon Alex. B. Mott, United
States Volunteers, accompanies bim as medical inspecior
of the army, and Burgeon Morrisen, United Blates Volun-
teers, as modical director with General Gibbon.

YHE FLYING HOSPITAL
is under control of Burgeon B, A. Ricl , Thirteenth
New Hampshire Volunteers. Burgeon C. M. Clark, of
the Thirty-ninth Iilinois Volunteers, chiel operating sur-

Dennison, commanding the Maryland brignde, la among | geon of the Twenty-fourth corps, takes the same position

with the present command. Acting Stafl Burgeon Allen
is chief executive surgeon of the hospital, with four
assistants; and Acting Stall' Burgeon Nelson is reeorder
of cases. Bo far no casca have been brought into the
hospital, with the exception of those ick, and some who
have been completely used up by the late excessive
march. The hospital has been located as near as pos-
sible to the front, but still so pear the railroad that litle
difficulty will be experienced in sending the wounded at
onoe to Polot of Rocka.
GRNRRAL ORD SURVEYS THE LINES

Major Geneoral Ord made to-day a careful survey of the
Hnes oocupled by the troops of his command, and, us far
an possible, of the position eccupied by the ememy on
his front,

HEADQUARTERS.

Both General Ord and General Gibbon have established
tbeir headquarters at the old headquarters of General
Humphreys. They are, of course, considerably Inconve-
nienced by the want of space; but it Is the only position
that coukd be taken possession of on short notice.

Marcn 30—Miduight,
YURNER'S DIVIBION, !

In the midst of the falling raid Turner moved his
division, of the Twenty-fourth corps, shortly after day-
break down the Veughn road, crossed Halcher's runm,
and, turning fo the right, pushed forward Lo make s con-
nection with she right of the Becond corps, which was at
that time drawn up 80 as to make almost a right angle
wiith the worka we hold. With very Iitle firing and no
fight/ng whaiever ihis conneciion was made. The firing
waa entively In the skirmish line, and, although the
enemy's baiteries opened, siill very few men were io-

Jured.
FORTER'S DIVINION,

Immediately safter Turner had secured his position
Genorul Foster was ordered to advance a brigade of his
division to form a junction with Turner's, on the right
General Foster immediately directed Dandy's brigade to
sdvance and secomplish this object. Elder's horse bal-
tory was aleo ordered (o hold Itself In readiness, but did
not go outside the works. Colonel Dandy advanced with
his brigade about noom, and with HNitle difficulty com-
pleted the connection, although the rebels opened on both
" his line and Turner's with several heavy guns.

General Foster accompanied Dandy's advance, and
personally superinlended the whole movement, and
aferward, when the position was secured, remained on
the ground through the night hasteniog the erecuon of
works o repel any attempt of Lhe rebels in force to
recover Wheir lost ground.

ERECTION OF NEW WORKS.

The earthworks are being erecied with the ulmost
despalch, and under the direction of Brevel Brigadier
General Turchie of the engipeers, Chiel Engineer of Lhe
Army of the Jamea,

THE WOUNDED,

Only cight were wounded to-day, st least that connti.
tutes the sumber so far brought in. It will be imponsi-
bie Lo furamb their pames until Lo-morrow, when proba-
bly the Het will be incrensed.

Munon 81, 1868,
TUNNER DRIVES THE ENEMT WITHIN THEIR RIFLE PITS,
Altboogh yestarday Onally ded In being a elear
day, yeoi \he troops through this morning wero compelied
to advaneo agalo under s blinding shower of raln. Al
midnight tbe sky was beaulifully clear, abowing every
siar and giving promise of a clear day, An hour sfler-
wands, however, the rain was again falling from & mase
of black clouds that covered an unbroken stretch far as
the eye could reach,
TURNER ADVANCER.
1n spite of the threstening weather Turner threw for-
ward bis division and chased the rebel picket line Inside
their rifio pita, where wo succecded In capturing almost
all of them, hardly lesving a tman.
POSTER'S DIVIMION 1N MOTION.

Simultancously with the advanee of Turnes, General
Foater pushed forward thal portion of his division oo the
line and materially assisted in the capture of the pris-
oners. The advance of both these divisions was inside the
rebel pioket kne and within six hundred yards of their
main worka

TN OOLORED TROOPA
Birney's division, of the Twenty-Afth eorps, has taken

| who thronged the

Our Bpecinl Washingten Despatches.
‘Wasnmoarox, April 2, 1668,
This bas been & day of almost universal rejoicing Im
Washington. Upon the reception of the nows of Grant's
glarious victories around Petersburg the porticos of the

ibing later. Ndhmdmwdm
ton bas produced so much gladness ss the nows of these
victories, which forsshadow the coccupation of Richmond
by the Union foroes within a fow hours, the capture of al)
Lée's splendid wrmy and the Immediate ond of the re
bellion. | r
Mrs, Lincoln returned to-day from City Point. The
Preaident remuins at his headquarters at the base of Lthe
active operations now In progress, Oficers who accom.
penied Mre. Lincoln report that the President stayed fop
the purpose of going to Richmond, a8 he had been prom-
ised by General Grant he should have an opportunity te
do #0 within forty-eight hours. It {8 expe‘tod here that,
immedistely after the oocupation of Rishmond, the Pres-
Ident will issuc a new prociamation of amnesty, inviting
the remainder of the rebels to lay down their arms, to
avold farther unnecessary bloodshed and loss of life; and:
to return to their allegiance.

siderable mm t has been caused by the true
statement of the faots in regard to the flerce fight re,
ported to have taken place In front of Petersburg on.
Wednesday night. It seems that both sides imagined’
they had inflicted great damage on the other, ab little
or mo loss to themselves, in repeling mutoal aseaulws:
which otcurred only in the imag of the
forces, each of which were snugly ensconced in their re-
spactive earthworks and firing at lmaginary nssailants,
The gradiloquént accounta of this afair published by
tho Northern and the rebol papers, In view of the facts,
are ludicrous in the extreme.

Wasnmarow, April 3—P. M.

Tho great importance attached to Sherfdan's holding
his own at Dhawiddie against the furious assanlt upon
bim on Friday aflernoon can now be fully appreclated,
since it enablod him on the following day, bocause of
the position he held, to 0 successfully co.operate on
the left of the infantry line. Had Sheridan failed on
Friday night and been driven back, ILiz more than
probable the gencral result of Baturday's operations
would have been far different from whai they were.
| The very bad-condition of the roads und the rainy
weather did more to retard General Grant on Thursday
and Friday than it was possible for the enemy, with all
Rhis fortifications and troops, to do.

On Batarday morning the President and Secretary of
Btate were both at City Point, and it wna surmised that
the presence of theso gentlemen there wis {or o purpose
far above sightsceing and belng near nt hand. It was
thought the President bad in view tho issuing of an emi-
pently important proclamation in the event of tho fall of
Petersburg or Richmond.

REBEL ACCOUNTS.

Important Operations on the Robel
Right.

SHERIDAN ON A RAID—RECONNOIREANCE NEAR
HATCHER'S RUN.
[From tho Richmond Examiner, March 81,
Tmportant operations are in progress .on our right
The Petersburg Espress maya:—At an early hour
| Wednesdny morning a heayy force of the ememy, conf
pisting of cavalry, Infantry and artillery, supposed o
be headed by wCavalry Sheridan,” made & detour around
our lines and advanced towsras the Boydion plank
road, and between seven and eight o'clock struck this
thoroughfare some six miles beyond Dinwiddie Court
Houss. Towards eleven o'clock we, understand, this
foroe waa In the vicinity of the Court House, our forces
skirmishing heavily with thelr advance. Last evening it
mmmummmmmiﬁ:mm.

and dem towards Burgess' Ttis
u-n:-m m of this force la tha Fuln
mtwwwmwmwcmmummmo&
G | Lee's and dimini<h his supplies.
While demonstrating on the plank road it is thought the
main body of the cavalry struck out through the country
in the direction of the railroad. This, Lowever, is not
positively kpown.

The nlso says:—Wednesday atternoon Goneral
Anderson, comnmndiog our extreme right, demonstrated
agninst the tnemy’s works In hia fromt, for the urpose
of ascertaining their strength at that point, if pos-
sible their | jons in pendiog op Our

& resistance.  The object of the
monktration guined they fell back, the Yankees not

pursuing, Late in the afternoon, howoev r, the snemy
commenced advancing and skirmishing with our forces.

FYome severe fAighting Lave oceurred; but of i we
are not vely nssu m appearunee indicated
n B eannonading was in that direction dur-
Ing the afternoon.

The Midnight Battle Before Potersburg
on the 39th Ultimo.
[From the Richinond Exawminer, March 81.]

The -u:zun.u.ompud & night assa It on our loes
about Pole rg on last Wednesdny night, about ten
o'clock. The Potersburg Fri ens of yesterdoy gives the
following secount of the ailuir:—

At nine minutes past ten o'clock Wednesday night the
enemy op ned on our extrom: Jeft, near tha A x,
with & fearful artillery fire, while a simoltancous move-
‘ment was made on the part of their infantry, the men
charging up o o:r breastworks in great mnsses, Our
men, under the gallant Gordon, wore wide awake, and
received the charge with a coolness and procision whel
cansed the assallants to recoll with evident dismay and
consternation. Up to twelve o'clock the
continued with great vigor and permmiency,
making In all five separste assan in every une of
which “blue bellies' were seut reoling baek, Al the
:“ hour at I;.hiuh we wﬂu-—::tr—;-nﬂ;wnlvo.:& M—

edvy progressing ; t our officers men
kmﬂ?ﬁoemmy has done his worst, and feel p
fecily satisfied that they ean hold thelr own mm
Graut's combined legions. The night was intensely dark,
it being impossible to 50 & wan at A distance of mwore
than iwenty paces, and we cannot speak posiuvely of
the encmy’s logees, bul they mast have been immense.
They came n swarms, supposed to be s:veral lines of
battle deep, and, a8 In no justance did they oven get
lhrvnﬁh our obstructions, the lrresistible luference is
that the alaughter was fearful. Our loss was compara-

val I
uwyn_ul scene from the brow of Bolling's Hill,

& position on the right of Foster, assisuing that G
groatly in strengthening bis live,
OUR WORKA,

Throughout last night our troops were busily engaged
in strengthoning their worke, and they now have a line
that will epable them to hold thelr groand agatust any
force the enomy may mass against them with the Inten-
tion of making a dash and breaking their lne.

The thin line with which ihe robels held their works
was rondered comparatively harmiess throughout the
day by the eontinvous firing of our skirmishers. Nota
man could raise his head over their parmpet without

ng the target for & dezen rifles. Thelr Leavy guns
were (inally so far covered by our sharpshooters sa o
render thom almost useless, and Lhe gunners were able Lo
fre bul few shots throughout the day.

FRIBOXEILA,

One hundred and eighty-nine prisoners were taken, of
whom four were .officors—a eaptain, Gt N t,
sand two seoond lleutenante. Many of them stated that
ihay did wot firo a shiot, and did Bol want o fre. Noarly
all exj 4 b 1 tetely sabisfied wiib being

prisoners.

veR L

A BAD ATPAIR,

Captrin Brown, aof the Tenth Connect'out, was shot
doad Ly tho provost guard during the day alter attompt-
ing the ).fe of Captuin Carrutlhiers, Frovost Marchal of
General Footer's diviston, 1t seemn that the Captain was
Maboring under temporary insan Ly, causod by old wounds,
e wan wandering from his regiment all day, and nally
attemplod to pass threngh the provast guard o the resr.
He wans stopped by the corporal in obedience to ordurs,
and then sistad that if the corporal had stopped him on

his own aotharity be would shout him, but If on the
amtbority of the  Provost  Mamhal be would
wioot the latter  The corporal  aceompanied Uap

w to Caplain  Carruthers,  and Ll

lnd.nur saw ons more feariully grod, From the

entire community was sroused by the deafenin
roar of artiliery and inceasant roll of musketry, whic
shook every dwelling (rom roof Lo basement, and caused
the Inmalea to
enemy evidently expected W wurprise our
Ceneral Gordon's boys never sloep when danger h,.
and Lhe i & reception which we
think it probable they will never forget. The gallantry
of our men was displayed in a most grat {ying manner,
ani their conduct e the theme of universal praise, The-
artillery fire on ovr gide was magn ficent, and the Cum- *
mings' and Bradford batteries in Chesterfleld wers em)-
nently conspiouous for rllull and wocurate iir ng from the-
oim{!nn we occupled, Lisn faet eopeclally deservin
of mention that Juring the entire fight, Which
over \wo hours, uot o man was obaerved cunvng to tie
roar.

i

Tarenar—1 A M,
We have just seen an officer from (he front.  He rys
the enemy charged up Lo onr chew e de f v e, willin
ton prcos of the niurzicd of our gubid, snd were literaley
wiowed down, This slaugh ter i known ta bive ben very
groad; bub the mornine 1l slone reveal Wi extent,  Oup
ks ks unprecedentodl) anall
AUITION AL PARTICULARS,

A latter from et sbrg, dated two o'cluck yestorday
marmlug, fornihes e nifesed |Iu|tu_~u1|r i

b boawe Just poiurmesd from Blandiorl | nover wit-
nessed & grandor sight.  Frog the nvee 1o the Wilpox
Homs the line of biitie raged and roared for two lioure
with @ froeness whoeh, toa noncombatant, was traly
terrifle, The epery charged in saveral linos of bt
cowning, In some of thele areanits, up to our ohatroet ons

Al the fool of the breastworks, and our boys literally
mawed them down,

The loswes on she part of the enemy must have ne
Aot boon fear, 613 Dot it ks imposible 10 seo what has
b on donn,  Dayl will probubly ¢ oveal a fearfulsoene

of carnage and blood. bardon
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Gordon's corps covered them. o



